
 
 
 
 

 
                                                             

 
A CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE 
TOWNSHIP HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY 
STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 2010 IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 8:05 PM. 
 
1) ROLL CALL      PRESENT  ABSENT 
 
 Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed    (West Ward) ____X_____  __________ 

Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt, V. Pres.       (At-Large) ____X_____  __________ 
Hon. Tency A. Eason       (North Ward) ____X_____  __________  
Hon. Rayfield Morton     (At-Large) ____X_____  __________ 
Hon. Lisa Y. Perkins     (East Ward) ____X_____  __________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large) ____X_____  __________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr.   (South Ward) ____X_____  __________ 
Council President 
 
The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Marable had a quorum.  
 
ALSO PRESENT    
 
Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk   ____X_____  __________  
Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                        __________                Arrived@8:08PM 
Nathaniel M. Davis, Legislative Research Officer ____X_____  __________           

 Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney   ____X_____  __________  
John Mason, Business Administrator  ____X_____  __________ 
Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office   ____X_____  __________  

       
 PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 SPECIAL NOTICE:  Please be apprised anyone wishing to discuss Agenda or General 
 Items shall sign one (1) book.  There will be two (2) columns in the book, one (1) for 
 Agenda Items and one (1) for General Issues.  Each person signing the book will check 
 Agenda Items or General   Issues.   If they check only Agenda Items or General Issues, 
 they will be allowed to speak for five (5) minutes.  If they check General Issues and 
 Agenda Items, they will be allowed to speak for ten (10) minutes. 
 

2) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., “Sunshine 
Law” has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in 
The Orange Transcript on July 9, 2009, posted on the Bulletin Board in City Hall and filed 
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3) MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
• Plaque presentation in memoriam of Arthur Brown Jr.- Hon. Donna K. Williams 

 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Williams  
 
Councilwoman Williams made the matters for discussion on behalf of Councilwoman 
Eason  



CONFERENCE MEETING          APRIL 6, 2010 

- 2 - 
 

 
 
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason  
 
Councilwoman Eason welcomed the Brown family and friends to stand at the podium, 
along with all Council Members.  Councilwoman Eason memorialized Mr. Arthur Brown 
Jr. for his many accomplishments and life-long dedication to his family, friends, 
community, and to the Orange Savings Bank (aka- Hudson Savings Bank) in which he 
worked for over forty- two years, until his passing on February 10, 2010.   Councilwoman 
Eason stated that there will be a sign placed at North Day Street to Freeway Drive in 
honor of Arthur Brown.  Councilwoman Eason read the resolution into the record in 
memory of Arthur Brown Jr., while presenting the plaque to his family.  Please see the 
attached resolution. 
 
Mayor Hawkins read his proclamation into the record honoring Arthur Brown Jr.  
Mayor Hawkins acknowledged family and friends of Mr. Brown and presented them with 
a plaque in his honor.  Mayor Hawkins recognized North Day Street to Freeway Drive as 
“Arthur Brown Jr. Place” in his honor.   
 

 The Council Members spoke individually, giving their own personal experience and not 
so personal experiences with regards to Mr. Brown.  However, all of them echoed the 
same sentiment of intimately knowing or having known of a great man and pillar in the 
community who will be affectionately missed. 

 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilman Abdul- Rasheed as having a matter 

for discussion being brought from the floor. 
 

• The Administrations Process for City Wide Street Paving  
 
 Council President Marable recognized Councilman Abdul- Rasheed 
 
 Councilman Abdul- Rasheed stated that there was a gentleman who came forward at the 

prior meeting and he spoke in regards to having the streets of Fuller and Carteret 
Terrace repaved.  Councilman Abdul- Rasheed stated that he had been working with 
Jewel Chin of the former Administration in regards to having these same two streets 
amongst others repaved, since 2007.  He then stated that he is now working with Director 
Arlene Kemp in the same regard. 

 
 Councilman Abdul- Rasheed asked that Director Arlene Kemp come forward to further 

explain the City’s plan to repave the streets and how the process works. 
 
 Council President Marable through to John Mason, BA to Director Arlene Kemp  
 
 Director Kemp stated that the process for roadway improvement projects began with a 

ratings report.  She stated that a group of engineers go out and give each roadway a 
rating, ranging from excellent to very poor.  Director Kemp stated that this report that 
she’s working with is ten years old and it’s only updated every ten years. Therefore, she  
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 and her men look at the roadways that are the most problematic first and then those that 

they receive the most complaints.   
 
 Director Kemp stated from that she produces what is called an “engineers estimate”, 

which is a detailed estimate of what it would cost to do each of the roadways.  She then 
stated in the spring she does an application for stated aid and in the fall an application is 
done for CDBG.  Director Kemp stated that five to ten roadways deemed critical are then  
selected and an estimate is submitted by way of application to the state for 1.5 to 2 million 
dollars in funding.  She stated that the state only allows two to three hundred thousand 
dollars in aid but it’s better to ask for more than less. Although, what is sent never covers 
the projects to done in full.  She stated that certain streets then have to be moved up the 
list depending on the severity and whatever funding is available at the time is used to 
cover them.   

 
 Councilwoman Eason asked Director Kemp when Barryman Way would be repaired, as 

it was already pre-approved. 
 
 Director Kemp in response stated, what was approved was the grant application and if 

that application is funded it will only be for two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
which will not cover all the roadways.  She stated however, per Councilwoman Eason’s 
prior inquiry, Cleveland Street will be repaved. 

 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if patch work could be done on Barryman to make it 

smoother.   
 
 Director Kemp in response stated that she would see what she could do. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated that Berkley Avenue is in desperate need of repair and wanted 

to know where it placed on the list. 
 
 Director Kemp in response stated that Berkley Avenue is one of the roadways that have 

been rated most problematic by her men and has been placed at the top of the list. 
 
 Councilwoman Perkins asked if Director Kemp could provide the Council with an 

updated list of those roadways in need of repair and a list that shows those that have 
recently been repaired.  She then asked when Director Kemp will have an updated 
survey, as the current survey is stated to be ten old. 

 
 Director Kemp in response stated that she’s in conversation with East Orange to see if 

they will provide us with that service. 
 
 Councilwoman Perkins asked if Director Kemp could enlighten everyone as to how East 

Orange was able to do some of their resurfacing. 
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 Director Kemp stated that they bonded their own money to do resurfacing projects.  She 

stated if Orange wanted to catch up and keep up with a twenty year cycle we would have 
to bond as well. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Director Kemp as to where Chatman Street stands on the 

list. 
 
 Director Kemp in response stated that Chatman Street has been funded been funded by 

CDBG 2009.  She stated at the next Council Meeting there will be a resolution to approve 
professional services and it will be two months until the project is finished being designed, 
and then it will be bid.  Director Kemp stated that it will include some sidewalks as well. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Director Kemp if there was a standard as to how the 

streets are repaved, particularly Parrow Street between Hickory and Central Place.  She 
stated that the paving is horrible and would like to know if there was any way to compel 
them to come back, and restore it to what it was prior to it being dug up. 

 
 Direct Kemp in response stated that we don’t have the ability and cannot stop our utility 

service from making repairs.  However, there have been specifications made to the repair 
of roadways.  Director Kemp stated if the repairs were done in the winter that would be a 
major factor as to why they are in the condition that they’re in.  She stated that United 
Water should be back to repair them again after April 15th. 

 
 Councilwoman Eason asked Director Kemp if the curb cuts are being made along with 

the repaving of the sidewalks so that they’re wheel chair accessible. 
 
 Director Kemp in response stated that it is State mandated that handicap ramps are done 

with the street repaving projects. However, they will not be done until we come to that 
particular roadway. 

 
 Councilwoman Eason stated was it the responsibility is it the responsibility of the home 

owner to add the curb cuts to their corner. 
 
 Director Kemp in response stated, no. 
 
 Councilman Abdul- Rasheed stated with respect to Public Works that they have done an 

awesome job given the harsh winter we had.  Councilman Abdul- Rasheed stated that he 
reached out to former BA, Jewel Chin and the current Public Works Director in regards 
to having a number of streets in his ward repaved.  He stated for the record that 
Adrianne Court, Carteret Terrace and Fuller Terrace are on the list to be resurfaced. 

 
 Council President Marable stated at the prior meeting he asked Director Kemp to 

respond to the gentleman who asked for his questions to be answered, as to the repaving 
of his street.  He stated that he realized Director Kemp had been on vacation but asked 
that she respond, if she hadn’t already. 
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 Director Kemp stated that she would respond if someone could provide her with his 

contact information. 
         

4) RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 
The resolutions and ordinances to be presented at tonight’s meeting are listed on the 
attached Regular Meeting Agenda. If any Council Member wishes to discuss any 
resolution or ordinance, it may be discussed at this time. 
 
Councilman Abdul-Rasheed stated with respect to ordinance 8-2010, asked who 
generated it.  He then stated that we’re regressing with this proposed process. 
 
Councilman Corbitt in response stated that he sponsored this ordinance.  He then stated 
that we do not have to go back to the old process.  However, this ordinance was proposed 
so that there could be conversation as to the process, with the consideration of possibly 
making a few changes.  Councilman Corbitt stated that the Clerk’s office is under a 
tremendous amount of stress and this ordinance needs to be revisited. 
 
Councilman Abdul- Rasheed suggested that we stick with the current process as it works.  
He stated that the Council and the public need ample time to review the agenda, which is 
what the current ordinance provides. 
 
Councilwoman Eason, Councilman Morton, Councilwoman Williams and Councilman 
Corbitt all agreed that a happy medium should be met.  The Council Members were also 
in agreement with regards to having the agenda ready the Wednesday prior to the 
meeting instead of the Friday prior to the meeting, as stated in the original ordinance.   
 
Mr. Mitchell stated that the agenda is normally received in his office the day after the 
meeting, which doesn’t give his staff enough time to close out the current meeting and 
resolve any issues thereof, before moving on to the that agenda.  Mr. Mitchell asked that 
the Council vote in the affirmative. 
 
Council President Marable stated on the issue of items being brought from the floor but it 
is something has to be done from time to time.  Council President stated that the Council 
have other jobs and aren’t at liberty to pick up their agenda packets, at the time of 
availability.  He stated that he doesn’t want to give anyone the impression that this 
Council is disinterested in picking up their packages. Council President stated that he 
picks up the package as early as possible to have as much time as possible to review it.  
Council President Marable stated that he requested his package be delivered to him since 
last summer and it has yet to be done.  He stated that there are situation where the 
Council packets need to be delivered and it should be done, and maybe this is something 
that can be factored into this equation.  
 
Council President Marable recognized Councilwoman Perkins 
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Councilwoman Perkins stated with respect to resolution 106-2010, regarding the 
properties list.  She asked if these were properties to be removed or added to the list to be 
removed.   
 
Director Jackson in response stated these are properties to be added.  She stated as 
Council requested, attached to the resolution is a list of properties have either added or 
removed. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins asked if she could have a report of properties that have been cited 
and need to be cleaned up, specifically for the East Ward. 
 
Director Jackson in response stated that she will try to provide that schedule as it pertains 
to properties that have been taken to court; fines and bench warrants, as well as the 
schedule of demolitions and board ups.  However, she will have to work with Director 
Arlene Kemp, as it relates to the clean up. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked if this information could be sent to the entire Council. 
 
Director Jackson stated, yes.  However, she has to work with Director Kemp on providing 
the clean up schedule. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins asked Director Jackson with respect to resolution 108-2010, what 
is the location of this property and is there a property attached. 
 
Director Jackson in response stated, it’s located at 639 Christopher Street and it’s for a 
special needs project, as defined by the state for physical or mental assistance. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins stated with respect to resolution 105-2010, as it relates to the High 
View Village, what is the status. 
 
Director Jackson in response stated this proposed project is for the Codey Funeral Home 
property.  She stated that this property will be both a low and market rate income 
property. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins asked Director Jackson if there was a reason why the Council 
hadn’t seen a presentation for these properties.   
 
Director Jackson in response stated that it is a small project and it’s not in a 
redevelopment area.  She stated if the Council would like a presentation as to what their 
plans are it can be arranged. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins stated that she would like to see something to get an idea as to 
what’s going on there.  She stated going forward an attachment would be nice, even if the 
project is on a small scale. 
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Councilwoman Eason stated that she would like to make a suggestion that the address be 
added to the resolutions, going forward as it relates to resolution 105-2010. 
 
Director Jackson stated that she will provide the address in the future. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins asked Director Jackson if the funding had been provided as it 
relates to resolution 105-2010 
 
Director Jackson stated, provided the State approves the application for the HMFA 
Choice Program the funding will be there and the project will begin.  She stated that she’s 
not sure if the project will begin without it. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins stated, if there are any objections by Council will they have any 
input once this resolution has been passed. 
 
Director Jackson stated that the Planning Board is spearheading this but she will be sure 
that Council has some input in the future. 
 
Councilwoman Perkins stated, if this doesn’t get approved or is tabled, is there a time 
table attached. 
 
Director Jackson in response stated, no.  She stated that this is an ongoing application 
process.   
 
Councilwoman Eason asked Director Jackson if this included the Codey Funeral home as 
well. 
 
Director Jackson replied, yes.  This includes all of his properties. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that she hope this resolution is approved because that 
location has been an eye sore in the North Ward for some time. 
 
Director Jackson stated for the record that the Codey Funeral Home property is well 
kept.  She stated that the 81 High Street property has been problematic since they 
purchased it. 
 
Councilman Corbitt asked Director Jackson if there were any tax abatements attached to 
this property. 
 
Director Jackson replied, no. 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated that phase I consist of two affordable housing so that’s 
considered low income housing. 
 
Director Jackson in response stated that it’s affordable housing but for sale affordable 
housing.  She stated on the books we have to be COAH compliant, which means that 1 in  
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5 units have to be affordable; otherwise the developer has to pay into a fund in which a 
developer’s fee is attached to that.  She stated that there are two units of affordable 
housing. 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated if we were to remove those two units chances are the funding 
will not be given, correct. 
 
Director Jackson stated, correct because it has to be COAH compliant. 

 
5) MOTION TO ADJOURN  

  
 Council President Marable entertained a Motion to Adjourn. 
 

 
 MOTION: Perkins   Voice Vote    SECOND: Morton 
 
 ADJOURNMENT: 9:20 PM 
 

  Adjourned:  8:04 PM 
 
 
 
 

                                             
Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Edward B. Marable, Jr. 
Municipal Clerk     Council President 

 
 
 MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Passed on April 20, 2010 
  
 Conference & Regular Meeting on April 6, 2010 
 

Motion to Adopt: Corbitt     Second: Perkins   
   

The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 
 
Yeas: Abdul- Rasheed, Corbitt, Eason, Morton, Perkins, Williams and Council President 

 Marable  
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

 Absences: None 
 

Council President Marable ruled the Motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and No Absences. 
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